
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Steven Holl Architects’ Herning Museum of Contemporary Art  

Wins RIBA International Award 
 
 
New York City, June 7, 2010 – Steven Holl Architects has received a 2010 RIBA 
International Award for the Herning Museum of Contemporary Art, which was selected as 
one of nine awards winners for projects outside the United Kingdom. The RIBA 
International Awards are given for projects that have “high architectural standards and 
make a substantial contribution to the local environment.”  
 
Having opened its doors to the public on September 9, 2009 to provide renewed cultural 
strength to the region of central Jutland in Denmark, the Herning Museum of 
Contemporary Art unites three distinct cultural institutions – the Herning Center of the 
Arts, the MidtVest Ensemble and the Socle du Monde – in an innovative forum, which 
combines visual art and music,. It includes permanent and temporary exhibition galleries, 
a 150-seat auditorium, music rehearsal rooms, a restaurant, a media library, and 
administrative offices. 
 
The museum is sited near Herning’s original Angli shirt factory. It was the interaction 
between the factory owner and Arte Povera artists, such as Piero Manzoni, that enabled 
such a collection of art to be created. The shirt collar-shaped plan of the 1960s factory 
building inspired the shape of the new museum building. Viewed from above, the roof 
geometry resembles a collection shirt sleeves laid over the gallery spaces. Truck tarps 
were inserted into the white concrete formwork to yield a fabric texture to the building’s 
exterior walls.  



 
The curved roofs bring balanced natural lights to the galleries, and the loose edges of the 
plan offer spaces for the café, auditorium, lobby, and offices. Gallery spaces are 
orthogonal and finely proportioned for art, while overhead curved roof sections transport 
natural light into the spaces. The exhibition spaces can be easily closed, while all 
peripheral spaces remain open for after-hours use. The design fuses landscape and 
architecture in a one-level building and aims at “building the site.” The surrounding 
landscape is partially shaped in the reverse-curve of the geometry of the roof.  
 
 
 
 
Steven Holl Architects has realized cultural, civic, academic and residential projects both in the United States and 
internationally. 
Steven Holl Architects (SHA) is a 48 person architecture and urban design office founded in 1976, and working globally 
as one office from two locations; New York City and Beijing. Steven Holl leads the office with partners Chris McVoy 
(New York) and Li Hu (Beijing). Most recently completed is the Linked Hybrid mixed-use complex (Beijing, China, 
recently named 2009 Best Tall Building Overall by the Council on Tall Buildings and Urban Habitat (CTBUH); the Knut 
Hamsun Center (Hamarøy, Norway), and the Horizontal Skyscraper-Vanke Center (Shenzhen, China). Currently in 
construction are the Nanjing Museum of Art and Architecture (Nanjing, China), Beirut Marina (Beirut, Lebanon), Cité de 
l’Océan et du Surf with Solange Fabião (Biarritz, France), and the large mixed-use complex in Chengdu, China: the 
Sliced Porosity Block. In 2007 Steven Holl Architects opened the highly lauded Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art (Kansas 
City, Missouri). Recently the office has won a number of international design competitions including the Hangzhou 
Oxygen Master Plan, University of Iowa New Arts Building, Glasgow School of Art (Glasgow, UK), the LM Harbor 
Gateway (Copenhagen, Denmark) and the new Center for Creative and Performing Arts for Princeton University 
(Princeton, New Jersey). Steven Holl is a tenured Professor at Columbia University's Graduate School of Architecture 
and Planning. 
 
For more information on the work of Steven Holl Architects, please visit www.stevenholl.com 
For more information on the RIBA Awards, please visit 
http://www.architecture.com/Awards/RIBAAwards/RIBAAwards.aspx  
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